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The People called QUAKERS 
do not pay TI TH Es. 


F, ECAUSE Tythes were appointed 
by God, only under the Moſaical 
Law, for the Portion of the Levites in 
lieu of their Inheritance in the Land of 
Canaan, as well as for their Service in the 
Temple, which being long abolifhed and 
deſtroyed, all Obligation to pay Tythe, as 
of God's Appointment ceaſed therewith. 


2, Becauſe being a Part of the cere- 
monial Law; which was abrogated by 
eur Saviour's offering himſelf onee for all 
a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of the 
whole World, to pay or receive Tythes 
now, is to continue that in Part, which 
he came to aboliſh. 


| 
| 


t 6} 

3. Becauſe we are of the Judgment, 
all compulſory Maintenance of Miniſters 
is contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus 
our great Lord and Law-giver, who firſt 
and above all others ſhould be heard in 
this Matter, and whoſe Injunction we 
are of Opinion virtually prohibits the 
Practice under the Goſpel, as the ſame 
is expreſſed in his Charge to the firſt 
Miniſters thereof, Marth. x. 8. Freely Je 
have recetved, freely give. 


Becauſe we find no precept nor 
Precedent in the New Teſtament for the 
receiving or paying of Tythes : But on 
the contrary we underſtand the Payment 
of Tythes, and all forced Maintenance. 
of Miniſters to be in direct Oppoſition 
to the Apoſtolical Doctrine and Practice, 
as the ſame are recorded in the ſacred 
Writings of- that Age, andevi- 
dently appears from the follow- 
ing concurring Scriptures. 1 
have, ſaith Paul, coveted no Man's Silver 
or Gold, or Apparel ; yea, you your fehves 
know, that theſe Hands have miniſtred unto 
my Neceſſities, and to thoſe that are with 


me. I have ſhewed you, that ſo labouring 
you 


Acts xx. 33, 
34, 35 


ne Mint. S. as oy, . 2e 


you ; and again, What is my 


a 1 


you ought te fupport the Weak, For ye 


remember, Brethren, our La- 1 Thel. ii. . 
Baur and Travail, for labvuring ; 
Night and Day, becauſe wwe would not be- 
chargeable to any of you, we preached unto: 
you the Goſpel of God. For we ret iii. 
behaved not ourſelves diſorllorlß 75, 3 
among you, neither did we eat 

any Man's Bread for nought, but wrought 
with Labour and Travail Night and Day, 
that we might not be chargeable to any of 
Reward then? verily that when” - Xx: key 
I preach the Goſpel, I may make 

the Goſpel of Chriſt without Charge, that 
1 abuſe not my Power in the Goſpel, And 
the Apoſtle Peter who welb underſtood 
his great Maſter's Mind herein, writes 
thus to thoſe who had been called to 
the ſpiritual Overſight of the Churches; 
Feed the Flock of God which is 

among you, taking the Over fight * u. . 8, 


thereof, not by Conſtraint, but Tis 


willingly, not for filthy Lucre, but of a 
ready Mind, neither as being Lords over 


God's Heritage, but being Enſumples to the 
Flock, 


A 3 5. Be- 
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Becauſe by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, a 
* Selden's Hiſtory of Tythes, it 
appeareth that T'ythes were not claimed, 


or paid in the Chriſtian Church for the 


three firſt Centuries. 


6. Becauſe Tythes were one mul 


many Innovations and Impoſitions intro- 


duced in the Church, in the Night of 
groſs Darkneſs and Apoſtacy from the 


original Purity, and as ſuch to be reject- 
ed, withſtood and teſtified againſt in 


the Reformation or Return trom the 
Apoſtacy. 


7. Becauſe Tythes for the ſole Uſe of 


the Pariſh-Prieſt obtained not till about 
the 13th Century, when they were a 
pointed to be ſo paid by a decretal NR 
of * Innocent 3. 


8. Becauſe the Ordinance of the Pope, 
directing the Payment thereof, appears a 
plain Contradiction to the Ordinance of 
Teſus Chriſt, whoſe Ordinances in point 
of Conſcience, we are bound to obey. 


« But 
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But we find it is urged againſt us, 
that the Clergy do not now claim Tythe 
by Divine Right, but as the Proviſion 
for their Support appointed by the Laws 
of the Land; that although they were 
formerly granted by Princes or People 
bigotted to Popery, and blinded: by miſ- 
guided Zeal, or paid in Compliance with 
the Ordinances of Popes or Popiſh Coun- 
cils : Vet being now the Grant of the 
Parliament, and the Payment thereof by 
the Legiſlature ordained and made a Part 
of the | thn of the Land; it is the Duty 
of all, as Subjects to comply therewith, 
and pay or ſet out their Tythe as the 
Law directs.” 


To this we anſwer, that we pay all 
due Refpect to the Laws of the Land, 
and where for Conſcience-fake, we cannot 
actively comply with the Law, we have 
patiently ſubmitted to the Penalties an- 
nexed to the Non-compliance therewith : 
And when theſe Penalties become griev- 
ous, we have, with proper Reſpect, not 
thought it unreaſonable or unbecoming 
us, to lay our ſuffering Caſe before Par- 
liament, in order to ſeek Redreſs. 

= But 
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But this Objection appears to us more 


ſpecious than ſolid: The National Laws 


in this Particular are grounded on Conſi- 
derations inadmiſſible by us, they enforce 
the Payment of Tythes on the Suppo- 
fition of Divine Right, as “ due to God 
and holy Church, whoever therefore claims 
Tythe by the Laws, virtually claims 
them as due by Divine Right, for the 
Law, as far as we underſtand, grants 
them on no other Confideration; and 


there fore our | Reaſons againſt paying. 


them are not invalidated by the Reaſon- 
ing of ſuch as urge the Law of the Land 
againſt us. 1 * 12 


Vet further our Scruple is really con- 
feientious,, we think our Saviour bath 
utterly aboliſhed Tythes, with the cere- 


monial Law to which they belonged, | 
and hath virtually prohibited all extorted | 
Maintenance to Goſpel Miniſters ; that | 
his immediate Followers fo believed and 


fo acted is evident to us from the whole 


Tenor of their Writings : that his Au- | 


thority in his Church is ſuperior to every 
human Authority, we preſume will be 


| univer- 3 


* Preamble to the Act 32 Hen, VII. 


119 ] 
re univerſally allowed; that no Man or 


35 Body of Men as Men are infallible, is a 
fi- Proteſtant Principle; and that neither 


ce the Magiſtrate nor the Legiſlatute, more 
0 than any other Men can anſwer for our 
doing or omitting, what in Conſcience 
ms vue believe to be our Duty. 
ms 283 

he On theſe clear Principles we: think 
nts ourſelves juſtified in not paying Tythes, 
nd in with-holding our active Compliance 
ng. with the Laws of the Land which enjoin 
»n- us to pay them, and, declining volun- 
nd. FF tary to contribute in any Way to the 


forced Support of i Miniſters : On the 
fame Principles, we allow no Stipends 
for the Support of our own. .. 


We admit the Power of. the Civil 
Magiſtrate and the Obligation of human 
Laus their full Scope in Civil Society, as. 
far as they regard. meerly Civil Matters, 
and fo far we pay full Submiſſion thereto, 
reſerving to God the Things which are 
God's, particularly the ſole Dominion, 
over the Conſcience; whoever will carry 
his Reaſoning from the Force of human 

Laus farther than this, in our Appre- 
1 henſion, 


[ w ] 


henſion; will extend it beyond the Limits 


of Scripture, of the Principles of the 
Chriftian Religion, and thoſe of the Re- 


formation. 


From Scripture, where human Laws | 
contradicted the Divine Law in the Con- 
ſcience, we have ſundry Inſtances of | 
Divine Approbation attending the pre- 
terring of the Divine Law. 


Firſt, in the Caſe of Shadrach, Meſbach 
and Abednego, who refuſed Compliance | 
with the King's Decree in falling down 
to worſhip: the golden Image. 2dly, Of 
Daniel, who in Diſobedience to the Law 
of the Medes and: Perfians, with his Win- 
dows open towards Jerusalem, prayed | 
and gave Thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime. zdly, In that of Peter 
and. John, who, when commanded by 
the Rulers of the Feus to ſpeak no more 
in the Name of Jeſus, durſt not yield 
Obedience to their Command, reaſoning 
thus: Whether it be right in the Sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than 
to- God, judge ye. Ads iv. 19. On this: 
Principle the Chriſtian Martyrs _ 
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their Teſtimony with their Blood; and 


on this Principle the Proteſtant Reformers 
expired in the midſt of the Flames. 


We truſt this Objection is now fully 
anſwered on inconteftible Principles, and 
that no iujurious Inſinuations can be fairly 


drawn from our Reaſoning, as if we 


meant any Parallel between the Rulers 
of thoſe Times, and our own : We are 
fully ſenſible of our Obligation to the 
preſent Government, for their Indul- 
gences to us: Our Conduct beſpeaks our 
Diſpoſition : To Facts as the beſt Wit- 
neſſes thereof we appeal for the Upright- 
neſs of our Intentions: To thoſe intruſted 
with the Sword of Magiſtracy, we dare 
refer ourſelves for a Teſtimony of our 
peaceable Demeanour and ready Obedi- 
ence to the Legal Rule, 
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